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Under Executive Order No. 209, otirerwise known as the Family Code of the
Philippines,'which became effective in August 3, 1988, one of the requisites of a valid
man-iage is legal capacity of the contractirg parties rvho must be a male and a female
(Art. 2, E.O. No. 209). Thereis, horvever, no spsciiic provision requiring the Local Civil
R.egistrar to ascertain the true genders of the patties before issuing a marriage license or
to deny the appiication of a marriage license if he finds out that the applicants belong to
or have the same gertder. Neithsr is there any specific provision penalizing a Local Civil
Registrar lbr issuing a marriage license in fbvor, or a person who solemnizes the
marriage, of persons of the same gender. 

,,tr,,
On the other hand, the Revised Penal Code considers as Illegal the following:

concubinage; adultery; bigarny; contracting mzuriage knorving thnt the requirements of
the lar,v have not been complied with or {hat the rnarriage is ifr disregard of a legal
impedirrient; premature marriage; and pertbrniance of illegal marriage ceremony. As in
the case of the Family Code, there is no specific provision in the Revised Penal Code
penalizing a person for marrying anothcr of 1he same gender, neither is there a provision
penalizing a person for solernnizing the rnarriage of persons of the same gender.

While thcre is no documented same-sex marriage yet in our country, the absence of
clear legislation on the matter seryes as an invitation to same-sex marriage. Now is
therelbre the .rppropriate time to legislatc before the highly imnroral, scanlalous, and
detestable act becomes a reality in tiris pa* of the globe tJrat would snap the remaining
strand of our moral values. Tliis is consisienr with the Constitutional declarations that the
State r"ecognizes the sanctity of family iif-e zurd shall protect and strengthen the family as a
basic autorlomous social institution, and that miuriagc as an inviolable social institution is
the foundation of the farnily and shall be prorecte,C by the State.

This Bill thereforeseeks to outlar.v s&rnt:-$ox marriage in our Country, hence, its
early passage is earnestly requested.
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.,.\N ACT
DECLI,RING ILLE,GAL SAIVIE-SEX fu{IJTRL\GE, PROVIDING PENALTIES FoR

\TOLATION THSREOF., AND FOR OI'HER PURPOSES

Be it enacled by the Senate eM! tlrc .f{oirse of tleitresentatives af the philippnrcs irtCangress assernhled..

SECTION 1. Tirle.- This
hiiAIUUAGE ACT of 2009.

Act shail be known as the ANTI-SAME_SEX

sEC' 2' Policy Declaration- Consistent with lhe Constitutional declarations that theState recognizes the sanctity of family lifc_ancl shall protect and strengthen the family asa basic autonoftlous social institution, and that tnarriag* as an inviolable social institutionis the foundation of the family and shaii be proicrtei uy th* state, it is hereby declaredthe policy of the state to discourage, prohibit, outlaw ind penalize same-sex marriage.Towards this end, the state shalt adopt mea$ures to prevent the issuance of marriagelicense to, and the scremnization of man-iage o4 perronJof the,;";*"J;;.

SEC. 3 Prohibited Acrs.- It is hereby declared unlawful and prohibited for anypcrsorl to-
'a' miscleclare or hide his or her true ssx or gender for the purpose of

b l1'#'Jh:#ffiinHliui*,** orthe same sex orsender,
c' solemnize the mamiage of persclns of the same sex or gender; andd' live or cohabit with anothcr of the s&me sex or gender as husband andwit-e.

sEC' 4 Penalties. 
: a-) Any person who nrisrleil**, or hides his or her true sex orgender f,or the purpose of securing a marriage ficense rt oil upon conviction, be penalizedwith imprisonment 

"l.T_oaryuen 1z; veariS$ o"* {ij auy to twerve 1ii; y*u* and afine of not less than Fifty Thousand Pesos (prrpso,oo[.oo; no, more than one HundredThousand Pesos fphp I 00,000.00);

b') Any person who shall issue a marriage license to, or who shall solemnize themarriage t'1, persons of the same sex or gerrder Inuir, 
"pon 

,onoiction, be punished withimprisonment of not less. than six (6) ycus and one irl'ouy nor more thanlen (10) yearsand a fine of not less than Fifty Thiusand Fesos ipl,pso,ooo.00) nor more than one .Hr"rndred Thousand pesos (php 100,000.00); ancl 
\ r-

c') Any person who shall live or cohabit with anothcr of the same sex or gender ashusband and wife shall, upon conviction be punished with irnprisonment of not less thanten (10) years and one (l) day nor more thaa lifieen (ts):yea-rs ancl a fine of not less thanone Hundred Tliousand pesos (phpr00,000.tj0) nlr'rior* than one Hundred FiftyThousand Pesos (php i 50,000.00).



In any case, it'tlte o{Iendcr was ,i: ;;ubic oliicer at the time of the cornmission of the
act lbr which he r'vas cclilviilted he strali liJ<ei,r,i;;* lie dismissed {?orn employment and shall
be barred froru subsequent employrnent irr ery i:flise of the goo.onnr.,rt tr government-
owred or controlled corporatioits. Iil case tlie offend*r ir u person authorized to
solemnize ntarriage, his or her License or iiutirority to solemnize marriage shall
autoniatically be revclked witirout l.he n*ecl of iui-ther proceedings and shall forever be
barred fi'om solemnizing marriage.

In case thir offender is a fbreigne;, he shall, after serving his sentence, be
irnmediately deported rvithout tLrrther procecdings and shall forevuib. boo*d fiorn re-
entering the Country,

SEC. 5. Duties. It shall be the tluty of tire tr,ocal Civil Registrar before issuing a
irtan'iage license, and the solenrnizing ollicer Lrelore solernniziig a marriage, to tirst
itsceriain the true sex or gender of the partieu, Should ttte Lo*l Civil Rigistrar or
solennizing officer be convinced that the parties are of the same sex or gender, he shall
ttot issue the rnarriage license or solemnize the rnarriage, as the ,ur" *u! be, provided,
i'liat the sex or gender of the partie$ as ;*ppe*rinrg in thJir'Certificates of iive Birth shall
I r prirna facie r:vidence thereof.

SEC' 5. Validity of the' ntarriage licerrs,) and mariage.- Any marriage license
issued, and any marriage solernnized, in violaticln of rhis Act ;hail be null and void from
the very beginning.

SEC. 7' Separability Clause" - if tbr any reasoil any section or provision of this Act,
or any portio;t thereof,, or the appiication of such ser;tion, provision or portion thereof to
any person, group or circumstence is decl*ired invalid or unconstitutional, the remainder
of this Act shall not be affected by such declaration and siull remain in force and effect.

sEC s Repealing Clause. - All laws, exdcutive issuances, rulls and regulations, orparts thereof inconsistent with thc provisions nf this Act are hereby repealed, imended, ormodified accordingly.

StrC. 9' Efleciviry - This Act shall take eftecr fi{teen (15) days after its
publication in at least two (2) national newspapers *fge*eral circulation.

Approvecl,


